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	PART  1: Review Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (If agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. Authors must write his/her feedback here)

	Is the manuscript important for the scientific community?
Please write a few sentences explaining your answer
	Yes. 
The manuscript is important for the scientific community due to its rigorous use of the Auto Regressive Distributed Lag (ARDL) model to explore the relationship between income disparity and poverty in Nigeria. By demonstrating a long-term positive relationship between the Gini coefficient and poverty levels, it highlights the significant impact of income inequality on poverty. The study's findings emphasize the need for more equitable wealth distribution and realistic employment programs, offering valuable insights for policymakers and development practitioners aiming to reduce poverty and improve income distribution. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
Do you have any alternative Title in your mind?
	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive?
If your answer is No, please provide suggestions

	Yes
	

	Do you think the English quality of the article is suitable for 
scholarly communications?
If your answer is No, please provide suggestions
	Yes
	

	Please provide your comments regarding the appropriateness
of different sections of the manuscript.
	The introduction part provides sufficient background of the research and highlights its importance and significance. 
Literature review is sufficient, but better focusing more on comparison, not just showing others’ findings. 
[bookmark: _Hlk170041145]Methodology and diagnostic test are clear and convincing, but result interpretation needs to be reconsidered e.g. table 5 (Your input variables are in %, so you do not need *100 for the coefficients. Also, 148% decline in poverty rate? This variable should be in range between 0% and 100%.). 
Conclusion is well organized. 
	

	Do you think that the references in the manuscript are proper, 
recent and sufficient?
If you have any suggestions, please write here.
	Yes
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