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	Compulsory REVISION comments

	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. Why do you like (or dislike) this manuscript? A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) are important for small and medium enterprises (SMEs) in manufacturing because they can:
· Improve efficiency
· Reduce transaction costs
· Improve communication 
· Expand geographical reach 
· Develop new products and business models 
· Improve customer care 
· Forge strategic partnerships 
ICTs can have a major impact on the productivity, profitability, and competitiveness of SMEs. 

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	No.

THE IMPORTANCE OF ICT INTEGRATION BY MANUFACTURING SMALL AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISES IN KWAZULU-NATAL, SOUTH AFRICA
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	Yes, the abstract of the article is comprehensive enough. 
	

	Are subsections and structure of the manuscript appropriate?
	Yes, the susections and structure of the manuscript  are appropriate.
	

	Please write a few sentences regarding the scientific correctness of this manuscript. Why do you think that this manuscript is scientifically robust and technically sound? A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	Scientifically, this manuscript is correct because ICTs support SMEs development by facilitating more effective integration of business processes, lower transaction and communication costs between firms, and more efficient decision making.  Also, SMEs outside the ICT sector have also benefited by adopting ICT in their own operations, enabling them to communicate quickly, increase productivity, develop new business opportunities, and connect to global networks.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The references in this article are sufficient and recent. However, I suggest the following additional references:
· Thong, J. Y. (1999). An integrated model of information systems adoption in small businesses. Journal of management information systems, 15(4), 187-214.
· Higón, D. A. (2012). The impact of ICT on innovation activities: Evidence for UK SMEs. International Small Business Journal, 30(6), 684-699.
· Gono, S., Harindranath, G., & Özcan, G. B. (2013). Challenges of ICT adoption by South African SMEs: A study of manufacturing and logistics firms. In Proceedings of the Annual Conference of The Institute for Small Business and Entrepreneurship.
· Gono, S., Harindranath, G., & Özcan, G. B. (2016). The adoption and impact of ICT in South African SMEs. Strategic Change, 25(6), 717-734.
· Makiwa, P. J., & Steyn, R. (2016, May). ICT adoption and use in Zimbabwean SMEs. In 2016 IST-Africa Week Conference (pp. 1-8). IEEE.
	

	Minor REVISION comments

Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	
Yes, the language of English is of quality in the article and is suitable for scholarly coomunications.



	

	Optional/General comments

	
The application of ICT in manufacturing includes process modelling, production scheduling and control, material management information systems and knowledge management  for research. The industrial informatics is a building on the history of the informatics discipline, design, practices and experiments.
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