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Reviewer’s report

A. Introduction and Methodology
This article presents a well-structured investigation into the low uptake of HIV voluntary counseling and testing (VCT) among men in Namibia, particularly in the Opuwo District of the Kunene Region. The introduction effectively highlights the global and local context of the issue, citing UNAIDS and national statistics to underscore the gender disparity in HIV testing. However, some parts could be more concise, avoiding redundancy in emphasizing the same trend across multiple data points.

The methodology section is clearly outlined, using a cross-sectional descriptive, analytical, and correlational design. The justification for the target population is sound, though the rationale for selecting only men aged 15–50 years could be expanded to explain the exclusion of younger or older males. The use of simple random sampling enhances the study’s credibility, but additional details on potential biases or limitations in sample selection would strengthen the study’s rigor.

B. Discussion and Conclusion
The study presents well-defined statistics on men’s knowledge and attitudes toward HIV testing, reinforcing existing literature on low male participation. The discussion references various studies, showing alignment with global and regional research findings.
The conclusion succinctly summarizes key findings, emphasizing the gender disparity in VCT uptake. Surely, the study provides actionable recommendations for policymakers and health organizations to improve male engagement in VCT services. However, The discussion reiterates similar findings multiple times (e.g., reluctance of men to get tested, stigma concerns). A more concise synthesis would improve readability.

Inconsistencies in Citation Format: Some references lack proper formatting, making it difficult to distinguish between different sources (e.g., “Sanga et al., 2015=18”).

Limited Critical Analysis: While the study presents data well, it lacks deeper exploration into why men avoid VCT services beyond stigma and masculinity norms. A discussion on structural barriers (e.g., healthcare accessibility, socio-economic factors) would add depth.

Grammar and Syntax Issues: Awkward phrasing and minor grammatical errors reduce clarity (e.g., "This concur with a similar study" should be “This concurs with a similar study”).

Weak Transition Between Sections: The discussion moves abruptly between points without strong linking sentences, making it somewhat disjointed.

The study provides valuable insights into the challenges of male participation in HIV testing in Namibia, with well-supported data and practical recommendations. However, a more refined structure, concise presentation, and stronger critical analysis would enhance its impact.
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