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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript presents valuable findings that contribute to the growing field of early childhood musical expression, particularly through the lens of movement and technology-based observation. It provides novel insights into how young children interact with music physically, potentially influencing future pedagogical approaches in early childhood music education. The experimental approach offers promising possibilities for integrating movement tracking in music-based developmental studies. With refinement in methodology, the work holds great potential to benefit both typical and special needs populations in understanding non-verbal musical expression.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	
The current title is generally appropriate and informative. However, if more clarity is desired regarding the experimental method and age group studied, a suggested alternative might be:
"Investigating Musical Expression Through Movement in Early Childhood: A Device-Based Experimental Approach"
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract gives a reasonable overview of the study's objectives and findings. However, it would benefit from briefly mentioning key experimental conditions such as the age group (3–5 years) and the use of weighted devices and eye-tracking. Additionally, acknowledging any limitations or considerations regarding the methodology (e.g., potential impact on fine motor control or environmental lighting) would provide a more balanced summary.
Suggested additions:
· Specify the age group of participants.
· Clarify the nature of the device used.
· Mention methodological limitations briefly (e.g., influence of device weight or lighting on data).

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	The manuscript is scientifically promising, but several methodological aspects require further justification. Specifically, the use of a device that adds weight to the children’s hands could unintentionally affect fine motor movements, which are crucial to accurate measurement of musical expression. Similarly, results related to eye movement may be influenced by environmental factors such as lighting conditions, which are not clearly controlled or reported. Addressing these concerns in the manuscript would improve its scientific rigor.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The references are generally relevant and recent, though the manuscript could benefit from citing more interdisciplinary research related to:
· Fine motor development in early childhood.
· The influence of environmental lighting on eye-tracking studies.
· Music and movement-based interventions for special needs populations.
Suggested authors for consideration might include Aniruddh Patel (music cognition), Jessica Phillips-Silver (music and movement), and studies from journals like Early Childhood Research Quarterly or Music Perception.

	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	Yes, the manuscript is generally well-written and the English language is appropriate for scholarly communication. Minor grammatical and syntactical revisions may improve clarity in a few areas, but overall the quality of the language is acceptable.

	

	Optional/General comments

	The study presents compelling findings that have the potential to inform music education practices and future research in both mainstream and special needs contexts. I suggest the authors consider expanding the scope in future studies to include children with special needs (e.g., blind, non-verbal, autistic) as their expressive needs through music and movement are significant and underserved in research. The manuscript would benefit from clearer discussion on how the methodology may impact the natural behaviors of very young children and suggestions for addressing this in future designs.


This chapter presents an insightful and valuable contribution to the field of early childhood musical expression.  The findings are promising and underscore the potential of using innovative tools and approaches to understand how young children engage with music through movement.
However, regarding the experimental methodology that warrant further clarification.  Notably, using a device that adds weight to the hands of children aged 3 to 5 may significantly influence their fine motor development and movement capabilities.  Children’s motor coordination is still forming at this developmental stage, and any additional weight could interfere with the natural expression of musical movement.
Furthermore, the discussion of eye movement data lacks contextual consideration of environmental factors.  For instance, varying ambient light levels could impact the accuracy of eye-tracking results and should be controlled or acknowledged in the experimental design.
Despite these concerns expression is highly individualized, particularly in early childhood. I strongly encourage the researchers to consider extending this vital line of inquiry to include special needs populations, such as children who are blind, nonverbal, or on the autism spectrum.  These groups often experience barriers to expression, and research of this nature could significantly enhance their communicative and emotional development through nonverbal modalities like music and movement.
In conclusion, this chapter makes a meaningful contribution, and with further methodological refinement, it holds tremendous potential to impact both research and practice in early childhood and inclusive education settings.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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