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	PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This study explores Batam Island’s strategic role as a maritime border connecting Indonesia with Singapore and Malaysia, particularly in the context of regional integration. It investigates whether ASEAN connectivity has improved since the launch of the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) in 2015, using Batam’s ferry links to Singapore and Johor as case studies. The research highlights the need to revitalize maritime transport infrastructure to support the realization of an open and interconnected ASEAN market.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	Yes
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The references are very old. There is not a single reference that is more than five years old. Pls add more references.
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	English is OK.
	

	Optional/General comments
	More recent literature needs to be added, as there have been some new discoveries in this field in recent years.
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	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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