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	PART  1: Review Comments



	Compulsory REVISION comments


	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback(Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. Why do you like (or dislike) this manuscript? A minimumof 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Human sparganosis is an important topic. 

However, this manuscript need to answer many questions. 

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Pilot study on usefulness of crude extract from Spirometra erinacei in serodiagnosis of human sparganosis
Because sample size is 30 only ( too small).
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	No.

For A seroepidemiologic examination, the author should use Detection kit with known specificity and sensitivity. 

It is not a seroepidemiologic study. 

The author wanted to study usefulness of the crude extract from Spirometra erinacei in serodiagnosis. 

So, in the study population, there should be known cases of sparganosis as well as normal adult. 


	

	Are subsections and structure of the manuscript appropriate?
	Repetition of methods.
Writing without subject in the sentences. 

Eg. Washed ELISA plates three times with PBS (200 µl in each well). It should be”

ELISA plates were washed three times with PBS (200 µl in each well).”


	

	Please write a few sentences regarding the scientific correctness of this manuscript. Why do you think that this manuscript is scientifically robust and technically sound? A minimumof 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	For A seroepidemiologic examination, the author should use Detection kit with known specificity and sensitivity. 

It is not a seroepidemiologic study. 

The author wanted to study usefulness of the crude extract from Spirometra erinacei in serodiagnosis. 

So, in the study population, there should be known cases of sparganosis as well as normal adult. 

According to the result, seroprevalence among normal adult is high. 

What is the prevalence of sparganosis in the world? In Tanzania? 

What is the seroprevalence of sparganosis in the world? In Tanzania?

According to the authors’references, the seroprevalence of sparganosis in Korea among patients and normal population was very low. 

Are there any causes for false positivity? 

How would you exclude? 

Why the author used commercial antigen of cysticercosis?.

Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) 

Spirometra DNA was extracted from blood sample using blood extraction kit (Qiagen, Hilden, Germany).

Why did the authors do PCR?

They should mention about PCR in the introduction. 

Whose serum is used for PCR? 

PCR - For what??Sample From animal? Human? 

Spirometra DNA was extracted from blood sample using blood extraction kit (Qiagen, Hilden, Germany).)

References for PCR method

Cloning and sequencing of 28S rDNA and mtCOI

For what????  The author should add in introduction. 

Reference for seruencing ??

PCR result?  Electrophoresis photo?

Sequencing result??

Sequence analysis 

Nucleotide sequences were aligned using CLUSTAL-W, which is available online (http://www.ebi.ac.uk/Tools/msa/clustalw2). Pairwise nucleotide differences and genetic distance (defined as p-distance) between the sequences were calculated using MEGA4 [9].
Müller-Graf CD. A coprological survey of intestinal parasites of wild lions (Panthera leo) in the Serengeti and the Ngorongoro Crater, Tanzania, east Africa. J Parasitol 1995; 8: 812-814.
Please check your reference. Ref 9 is a study using microscopy. 

Therefore, we used commercial antigens of cysticercosis. The following protocol was adopted. 

(References that support to use commercial antigens of cysticercosis)

(Name of antigen, Name of company) 

Delete repeted ELISA method.

Delete methods in result. 

Explain the result thoroughly.

Out of 31 sera samples of inhabitants tested, 19 (61.3%) sera showed positive reactions to the adult S. erinacei antigen (Table 1). There were 12 (12/19= 63.2%) (38, 7%) (space) positive males and 7 (7/19=36.8%) (22.6%) positive females. The age range was males (18-95) years and females (18-80) years. 

70.6% of male and 50% of female participants were seropositive. 

Table 1 Result of ELISA

Total

Positive

Negative

Babati district

Male (18-95)

17

12 ( 12/17= 70.6%)  %)

5 (5/12=29.4%)

Female (18-80)

14

  7 (50%)

7 (50%)

Children (<18)

-

-

-

Total

31(100%)

19 (61. 3%)

12(    %(

Add current data on serodiagnosis using ELISA. 
What is the gold standard for sero diagnosis? 

The author must detect seroposisivity using standard method too and compare their result of in-houdr crude extraxt ELISA with gold standard. 


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.

-
	References on PCR, Sequencing 
Updated references on ELISA

11,Chang, K.H., Chi, J.G, Cho, S. Y.  Cerebral sparganosis: Analysis of 34 cases with emphasis on CT features. Neuroradiology 1992; 34: 1-8.

18,Bradford, M..M.  A rapid and sensitive method for the quantitation of microgram   quantities of protein utilizing the principle of protein-dye binding. Anal Biochem 1976; 72: 248-254.

Fullstop instead of (,)

16. Park HY, Lee SU, Kim SH, et al. (2001) Epidemiological significance of sero-positive inhabitants against sparganum in Kangwondo, Korea. Yonsei Med J 42: 371-374.Nishiyama T, Ide
Delete “Nishiyama T, Ide”
	

	Minor REVISION comments

Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	
	

	Optional/Generalcomments
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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