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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript holds significant importance for the scientific community as it introduces a novel approach to predicting therapeutic outcomes in advanced-stage intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma (ICC) using pharmacokinetic parameters of a standardized herbal extract, Atractylodes lancea (Thunb.) DC (AL). By establishing cut-off values for AUC₀-inf, Cmax, and Cavg as prognostic indicators, the study provides a practical framework for optimizing dosage and improving treatment efficacy. It also pioneers the use of total bioactivity, rather than a single active constituent, as a more clinically relevant pharmacokinetic marker in herbal medicine research. These findings lay a strong foundation for future phase 2B clinical trials and may influence the integration of pharmacokinetically guided therapy in personalized treatment strategies for ICC.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Suggested Alternative Title:
"Pharmacokinetic-Based Prognostic Markers for Advanced Intrahepatic Cholangiocarcinoma Treated with Standardized Extract of Atractylodes lancea (Thunb.) DC"
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	Yes
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound overall, with a clear research objective, appropriate methodology, and relevant findings
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	Yes
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	
Yes



	

	Optional/General comments

	
The manuscript addresses an important unmet clinical need in ICC, a cancer with poor prognosis and limited treatment options.
The use of pharmacokinetic parameters as prognostic markers in a herbal formulation is novel and forward-thinking.
The structure of the paper is logical, with clear objectives, methods, results, and interpretation.
The authors appropriately discuss limitations and propose future directions, including a phase 2B trial.
Use consistent terms such as “total AL bioactivity”, “CMC-AL”, or “standardized extract” throughout the text.
Avoid interchanging "predictors" and "prognostic factors" without clarification.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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