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	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This study provides an important local perspective on the role of the SSIP in shaping home language proficiency in multilingual South African classrooms. The mixed-methods approach is appropriate and strengthens the findings, particularly when triangulating survey results with interviews. The use of Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory adds conceptual depth to the discussion, aligning well with the focus on language acquisition through social interaction. The statistical analysis, including ANOVA and correlation assessments, is detailed and demonstrates a thoughtful engagement with the data.
Suggestions:
Despite the comprehensive data analysis, the manuscript could be improved by organizing findings into more digestible thematic or tabular summaries to aid clarity. The discussion might overemphasize non- significant findings (e.g., teacher qualification), and should instead highlight practical implications or suggest further variables for investigation (e.g., learner motivation, parental involvement). The paper would benefit from stronger policy recommendations at the conclusion—specific strategies such as language-specific teaching materials, tailored teacher training, or increased funding for libraries would ground the recommendations in actionable insights. Grammar and formatting should be reviewed for consistency, especially in the transitions between sections.
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