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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript is of high importance to the scientific and business community as it provides a detailed examination of how artificial intelligence and digital transformation are reshaping the process of new product development in Saudi Arabia’s retail sector. It directly contributes to the understanding of Vision 2030’s role in promoting digitalization and innovation. By analyzing Almarai and Aujan Coca Cola Beverages Limited as case studies, the chapter adds practical insights for both academics and practitioners. The findings are especially relevant for scholars exploring emerging markets, digital transformation, and the application of Stage-Gate methodologies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Yes, the title is clear and relevant. However, a slightly refined version could enhance precision:
“Artificial Intelligence and Digital Transformation in New Product Development: Evidence from the Saudi Arabian Retail Market.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is comprehensive and covers key elements such as objectives, methods, case studies, and findings. I suggest slightly reducing redundancy and sharpening the focus on the contribution to knowledge and Vision 2030’s implications.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	Yes. The manuscript is scientifically robust, with a well-structured methodology and application of the Stage-Gate model. The integration of AI and digital transformation is effectively linked to Saudi Vision 2030 goals.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	References are sufficient and mostly recent, with citations from 2021–2025 included. I recommend adding one or two more references on AI adoption in Middle Eastern retail markets (2023–2025) to further strengthen contextual relevance.
	
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	
Yes. The manuscript is written in clear academic English. Minor stylistic edits could improve flow, but the current language is acceptable for scholarly communication.

	

	Optional/General comments

	The manuscript is well-structured, with logical progression from introduction through methodology, findings, and conclusion. The comparative case study approach adds depth. The figures (Stage-Gate and supply chain optimization) are relevant and support the narrative. Overall, the chapter makes a strong contribution and aligns with the objectives of the book.
The manuscript is of high quality and provides valuable insights. A few minor refinements in the abstract and the addition of 1–2 recent regional references would further enhance clarity and contextual depth.

	





	PART  2: 


	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No ethical concerns were identified. The manuscript does not involve human or animal subjects and complies with ethical research standards.
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