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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript makes a valuable contribution to the scientific community by examining the economic vulnerability of tribal households in Wayanad, India, with a focus on dependence on medicinal Non-Timber Forest Products (NTFPs). It explores an underdeveloped intersection of gender, livelihood dependence, and climate vulnerability, offering empirical insights that are highly relevant to rural development, climate adaptation, and gender studies. The use of a structured Economic Vulnerability Index (EVI) combined with regression analysis provides a methodological framework that can be replicated in other settings. Notably, the findings emphasize policy implications for promoting gender-sensitive and ecosystem-based adaptation strategies, which are increasingly important in light of global climate change.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Current title: Economic Vulnerability of Tribal Households in Southern India: The Role of Non-Timber Forest Products
· The current title is clear but could be refined to reflect the specific focus on medicinal NTFPs and gender differences, which are central to the paper.
· Suggested alternative:
· Economic Vulnerability of Tribal Households in Wayanad, India: Gendered Dependence on Medicinal Non-Timber Forest Products
· or Medicinal Non-Timber Forest Products and Economic Vulnerability: A Gender Analysis of Tribal Households in Southern India

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is comprehensive and well-structured. It clearly outlines the objective, methods (survey + EVI framework), main findings, and policy relevance. However, it could be slightly improved by:
1. Briefly noting the sample size (90 households) earlier, to ground the study.
2. Condensing some long sentences for clarity.
3. Policy takeaway in one sentence at the end (e.g., “These findings highlight the need for gender-sensitive policies to strengthen adaptive capacity among tribal communities”).

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	The manuscript appears scientifically sound. The methodology (EVI framework + logistic regression) is appropriate for assessing household-level vulnerability. The statistical treatment of exposure, sensitivity, and adaptive capacity is consistent with established frameworks. The results are logically presented, supported with tables/figures, and adequately discussed in light of existing literature. However:
· The equations in section 3.1 could be formatted more clearly (some symbols look incomplete or misaligned).
· The discussion could benefit from a stronger comparative angle with other tribal or forest-based livelihood studies in South Asia.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The references are relatively recent (many from 2019–2024) and sufficient in number.
Some classic foundational works on vulnerability and resilience frameworks (e.g., Turner et al., 2003; Adger, 2006) could be added to strengthen the conceptual foundation.
A few additional references from South Asian case studies on NTFPs and gender vulnerability would provide a broader regional context.

	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	The language is generally straightforward, scholarly, and suitable for academic publication. Minor grammatical errors and overly long sentences occur in some parts (especially in the abstract and introduction). A light proofreading for conciseness and clarity would improve readability.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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