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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	The paper is a useful contribution to the literature on financial inclusion, in particular the rural and gendered scholarship. The focus on rural Kenya and women is timely and useful because it addresses the challenges of the digital finance gap that has been inhibiting the sustainable development goals (SDGs). The application of PLS-SEM in the estimation of the impact of digital finance is a methodological contribution that has evidence-informed implications for policymakers in particular. Specifically, the paper identifies the impact of infrastructure, mobile money adoption, and digital literacy on financial inclusion and is a useful resource for scholars and practitioners alike.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	
The title is clear, precise, and captures the essence of the study. However, for improved specificity, I suggest:
Alternative title: Digital Finance and Financial Inclusion among Rural Women: Evidence from Kenya
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is comprehensive, but it would benefit from a stronger highlight of the key numerical findings (β values, R², f²). Including these figures will make the research impact clearer to readers.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	The manuscript is scientifically correct. The methodology (PLS-SEM and Chi-square analysis) is appropriate, the sample size is adequate (n=961), and the results are logically presented. However, the study could benefit from additional discussion on causality limitations due to its cross-sectional design.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The references are recent and relevant. To further strengthen the paper, I recommend adding:

Demirgüç-Kunt, A., Klapper, L., Singer, D., Ansar, S., & Hess, J. (2022). The Global Findex Database 2021: Financial Inclusion, Digital Payments, and Resilience in the Age of COVID-19. World Bank.

Beck, T., Demirgüç-Kunt, A., & Levine, R. (2007). Finance, inequality and the poor. Journal of Economic Growth, 12(1), 27–49.
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	
The English is clear and suitable for scholarly communication. Minor polishing (e.g., grammar and sentence flow) is recommended to improve readability.
	

	Optional/General comments

	The chapter is well-structured. I particularly appreciate the policy recommendations for enhancing women’s digital financial literacy. However, the conclusion section could be expanded to discuss broader implications for Sub-Saharan Africa and potential replication in ASEAN/Vietnam contexts.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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