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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	Maize is one of the most widely cultivated food-grain crops worldwide. However, drought stress remarkably impacts its yield, especially under tropical agro-climatic conditions in locations like Indonesia. This work was to discover single-nucleotide polymorphism markers and quantitative trait loci related to drought stress tolerance. A segregating F2:3 hybrid mapping population with MR13 (drought susceptible) and CML440 (drought tolerant) varieties as parents; both contributed favorable alleles. The identification of these loci and markers provides additional molecular tools for breeding programs involving the marker-assisted selection of drought stress tolerance in maize in tropical agro-climatic regions and new varieties with high yields under water-limited conditions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Identification of Single-nucleotide Polymorphism Markers and Quantitative Trait Loci Conferring Drought Stress Tolerance in Maize
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	Yes, it is comprehensive. However, I recommend deleting “was conducted using the Illumina MaizeSNP50K BeadChip, which.”
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically correct? Please write here. 
	Yes, it is scientifically appropriate. However, I would recommend dividing the Materials and Methods section into sub-sections. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.

	1. Mandyal, S.S., Mishra, A., Naik, Y.D. et al. Identification and validation of candidate genes for combined drought and heat stress tolerance in maize (Zea mays L.). CEREAL RESEARCH COMMUNICATIONS (2025). https://doi.org/10.1007/s42976-025-00719-3.
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3. Wen, X., Li, HY., Song, YL. et al. Genome-wide association study for plant height and ear height in maize under well-watered and water-stressed conditions. BMC Genomics 26, 745 (2025). https://doi.org/10.1186/s12864-025-11932-z.
4. Vukadinović, L., Galić, V., Mazur, M., Jambrović, A., & Šimić, D. (2025). Genome-Wide Association Study of Chlorophyll Fluorescence and Hyperspectral Indices in Drought-Stressed Young Plants in Maize. Genes, 16(9), 1068. https://doi.org/10.3390/genes16091068.
5. Li, R., Li, D., Guo, Y., Wang, Y., Zhang, Y., Li, L., Yang, X., Chen, S., Würschum, T., & Liu, W. (2025). Genetic Dissection of Drought Tolerance in Maize Through GWAS of Agronomic Traits, Stress Tolerance Indices, and Phenotypic Plasticity. International Journal of Molecular Sciences, 26(13), 6285. https://doi.org/10.3390/ijms26136285.

	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	
No. It is not.



	

	
Optional/General comments

	
I recommend rechecking the guidelines of the target journal and formatting the manuscript per them. 
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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