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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript presents a comprehensive fiscal analysis of Punjab's revenue accounts, expenditure patterns and persistent revenue deficits. The manuscript addresses an important and timely issue of Punjab's chronic fiscal stress, with comprehensive empirical documentation, driven by high committed expenditures while revenue growth has failed to match the spending trajectories. The two-decade perspective having extensive time-series data from 2004–05 to 2023–24, allows for meaningful trend analysis and policy implications. The policy recommendations are practical and grounded in the analysis, addressing subsidy rationalization, revenue mobilization, debt management and capital expenditure priorities.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The title seems to lack specificity about the core problem. 

Suggested alternative title: “Assessing Punjab’s Fiscal Sustainability: A Two-decade Analysis of Persistent Revenue Deficits (2004-2024)”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	Yes, the abstract is comprehensive.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	Yes, the manuscript effectively articulate Punjab's fiscal crisis through concrete figures.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	Yes, the references are sufficient and up-to-date.
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	Yes, the language of the article is suitable for academic and scholarly communications. 




	

	Optional/General comments

	
The manuscript addresses an important and timely issue, Punjab's chronic fiscal stress, with comprehensive empirical documentation. The policy recommendations are relevant and actionable.

(Title of the manuscript should be modified)
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	No. there is no ethical issues in the manuscript.
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