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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript makes a meaningful contribution to scholarship at the intersection of education, social justice, and inclusive pedagogy. By examining graffiti as a pedagogical and participatory tool for addressing sexuality and gender-based bullying, the study advances innovative approaches to fostering inclusive school environments. It is particularly valuable because it centers marginalized learner voices in Zimbabwe, an underrepresented context in international discourse. The integration of critical pedagogy and social learning theory offers both theoretical and practical insights for educators, researchers, and policymakers. This research has potential to inform anti-bullying strategies globally, especially in settings where stigma and silence around gender and sexuality persist.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The title “The Role of Graffiti in Addressing Sexuality and Gender-Based Bullying in Schools” is clear, relevant, and accurately reflects the focus of the study.
Optional suggestion: “Graffiti as Pedagogy: Addressing Sexuality and Gender-Based Bullying in Schools” — this could emphasize the transformative educational dimension even more strongly.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is comprehensive and effectively summarizes the background, theoretical framework, methods, key findings, and implications.
Suggested minor refinement:
· Briefly mention sample size and participant profile for greater clarity.
· Include a concluding sentence that explicitly states the potential impact or contribution of the study to educational practice and policy.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	* The manuscript is scientifically sound. The theoretical framework is well-grounded in Freire’s Critical Pedagogy and Bandura’s Social Learning Theory.
* The methodology (qualitative case study, interviews, FGDs, and artefact analysis) is appropriate for the research objectives.
* Data interpretation is logical and aligns with the theoretical foundation.
* It may benefit from a clearer statement on limitations and transferability to other contexts.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	References are sufficient, relevant, and relatively recent, with key works from 2019–2025 included.
Minor suggestion: Consider adding more recent African-based studies or global meta-analyses on arts-based interventions in education (post-2020), to further strengthen the literature base.
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	* The language is clear, well-structured, and appropriate for scholarly communication.
* Academic tone is consistent throughout.
* A minor copyediting pass could polish sentence flow in a few places, but overall, it meets publication standards.



	

	Optional/General comments

	* The manuscript is a valuable and innovative contribution to inclusive education research..
* A section explicitly highlighting policy or curricular implications for broader educational settings could enhance its impact.
* Figures or visual examples of the graffiti projects (if ethically permissible) might strengthen the presentation of findings.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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