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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	he book chapter “Reforms and Governance of Public Irrigated Perimeters in Niger: Challenges and Prospects” is highly valuable for the scientific community. It provides an in-depth qualitative analysis of the governance reforms in Niger’s irrigation systems, an area crucial for ensuring food security in arid regions. By examining the effects of successive cooperative and irrigation management reforms, the chapter contributes to understanding how institutional and legal changes influence water resource management, agricultural productivity, and rural livelihoods. Moreover, its empirical findings—based on extensive field data and focus groups—offer insights applicable not only to Niger but also to other developing countries facing similar challenges in managing public irrigation schemes. The chapter thus fills a significant research gap and provides a strong foundation for policy formulation, institutional improvement, and sustainable agricultural
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The current title — “Reforms and Governance of Public Irrigated Perimeters in Niger: Challenges and Prospects” — is clear, informative, and accurately reflects the study’s scope and content. It highlights the key themes: governance, reform, and irrigation management in Niger.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	Suggestions for improvement:
The abstract of the book chapter is generally comprehensive, as it clearly outlines the background problem (constraints in the governance of public irrigated lands in Niger), the main reforms undertaken, the methodology (qualitative analysis through 45 focus groups), and the principal findings (acceptance of reforms but weak compliance with governance rules). However, a few refinements could make it more precise, balanced, and aligned with academic abstract standards.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	Yes, the book chapter is scientifically sound and methodologically appropriate for its objectives. It presents a clear research problem, contextualized within Niger’s irrigation governance reforms, and employs a qualitative research design that aligns well with the study’s focus on institutional and governance dynamics. The use of 45 focus group discussions across multiple regions provides a strong empirical basis for understanding stakeholder perceptions and the practical effects of the reforms.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	Suggestions for additional/replacement references: The references in this book chapter are generally sufficient and relatively recent, covering a wide range of institutional, legal, and governance perspectives relevant to irrigation reform in Niger and West Africa. The chapter includes several key and up-to-date sources (2020–2024), such as works by Assiah et al. (2024), Fayama et al. (2024), Abdoulkarim (2024), and reports from COSTEA (2022) and ONAHA (2021)—all of which demonstrate good engagement with current literature and institutional documents.

	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	The language and English quality of the book chapter is adequate but requires moderate revision to fully meet the standards of scholarly communication. The chapter successfully conveys its ideas and findings, but there are several stylistic, grammatical, and structural issues that affect clarity and flow.
	

	Optional/General comments

	Suggestions for enhancement: General Comments
Optional/General Comments : Overall, this book chapter represents a valuable and timely contribution to the literature on irrigation governance and cooperative reform in West Africa. It provides rich empirical insights into the implementation challenges of policy reforms in Niger’s public irrigation schemes—an area that has received limited scholarly attention. The study’s use of extensive focus group discussions enhances its credibility and offers a grounded understanding of local institutional realities.
	





	PART  2: 


	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail) 

No, there are no apparent ethical issues in this book chapter. The study adheres to acceptable research and publication ethics standards. The data were collected through focus group discussions with farmers, cooperative members, and irrigation association representatives — a standard qualitative method that poses minimal ethical risk when conducted appropriately.
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