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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript contributes meaningfully to the understanding of agricultural marketing efficiency and value chain dynamics, focusing on soybean markets in Karnataka. The study provides empirical evidence using established analytical tools such as Acharya’s marketing efficiency index and Garrett’s ranking technique. Its findings are relevant to policymakers, researchers, and farmer organizations aiming to improve the economic outcomes of smallholders through direct marketing and collective structures like FPOs.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes. The title clearly reflects the content, scope, and regional focus of the study. It is specific and informative.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	Yes. The abstract effectively summarizes the objective, methodology, findings, and recommendations.
Minor suggestion: Improve grammar by replacing “in overall” with “overall” and consider shortening a few long sentences for clarity.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	Yes. The methodology is appropriate and applied correctly. Data analysis and interpretation are sound. However, the presentation of some results could be made more concise, particularly in the results and discussion section, to enhance readability.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes. References are up to date and relevant. The inclusion of 2022–2024 studies reflects a good understanding of recent work in the field. No additional references are necessary.
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	Mostly yes. The manuscript is understandable and well-written, though some minor grammatical and stylistic edits are needed for smoother flow. Editorial polishing during production will improve readability further.

	

	Optional/General comments

	The manuscript is well-structured, methodologically sound, and relevant to agricultural economics and marketing research. The findings are practically significant for enhancing market efficiency and farmer welfare. Minor linguistic and structural revisions are recommended before final acceptance.
	
















	PART  2: 


	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No ethical concerns are identified. Data appear to have been collected ethically through standard field survey methods.
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