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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	
This manuscript addresses an increasingly recognized yet still underexplored bidirectional relationship between depression and oral health. The topic is highly relevant to both dental and mental health research because it integrates behavioral, biological, and psychosocial mechanisms that traditionally have been studied independently. By summarizing epidemiology, mechanisms, and strategies for prevention and interdisciplinary care, the manuscript contributes important insights that may inform future clinical guidelines, public health policies, and integrated care models. The comprehensive synthesis of current evidence will aid clinicians, researchers, and policymakers who aim to reduce the burden of comorbid depression and oral diseases.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Yes, the title “Depression and Oral Health: An Overlooked Connection” is appropriate and clearly conveys the manuscript’s scope and central theme. No alternative title is required.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is generally well-structured and provides a clear overview of the epidemiological background, mechanisms, and implications.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The biological, behavioral, and psychosocial mechanisms linking depression and oral health are accurately described and supported by appropriate references. The discussion reflects current knowledge and identifies gaps that warrant future research. The chapter offers a well-organized synthesis and maintains logical consistency throughout.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The references are adequate, relevant, and include several recent high-quality sources up to 2024–2025.
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	
Yes, the language is clear, formal, and appropriate for academic publication. 


	

	Optional/General comments

	

The manuscript is thorough and well-organized, offering strong value for interdisciplinary readers.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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