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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	To an extent. If this is an area that is under researched, it is an important paper that other researchers
can build on by exploring other elements of this topic.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The topic is suitable and reflects what the research covers.

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The Abstract is comprehensive, keywords should be: depression, oral health, periodontal, somatic,
epidemiological
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	The sections in the manuscript are appropriate.

In these sections: Behavioural mechanisms linking depression and oral health; and Clinical manifestations of  oral health problems in depression – there is some repetition. Maybe the sections can be merged and the information provided in such a way as to avoid any repetition.

At times depression may be due to financial constraints, loss of a job or reduced income. It may be helpful for ministries of health to provide free dental clinics, which are properly staffed and managed and do not exist only on the organizational charts.  Free dental clinics MAY encourage persons dealing with depression to take better care of their oral health.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The references are proper, recent and sufficient.
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	
Yes, the manuscript is well written and free of grammatical errors.




	

	Optional/General comments

	Figure 1 needs to be introduced and explained. It should be placed closer to where the visual 
enhances the text.

While this research is about the link between depression and oral health, there should have been
some mention of the link between depression and its impact on an individual’s mental health. 
Mental health issues are rampant in contemporary society and depression is one of the contributors to
poor mental health.


The manuscript can be accepted after minor revision.
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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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