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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	[bookmark: Author’s_Feedback_(Please_correct_the_ma]Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This work is important to the scientific community because it highlights the reciprocal relationship between depression and oral health, which is still poorly understood despite its increasing importance in public health. By integrating epidemiological evidence with biological and behavioral mechanisms, it provides a comprehensive understanding that can guide future interdisciplinary research. Along with stressing the value of early detection, prevention, and holistic management, the chapter also emphasizes the necessity of dental and mental health professionals working together. In the end, it is a useful tool for medical professionals, scholars, and legislators who want to lessen the impact of depressive illnesses and
enhance general health outcomes.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Suggested Alternative Title: “Interlinking Depression and Oral Health: A Public Health Perspective”
	

	[bookmark: Is_the_abstract_of_the_article_comprehen]Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	· Add one clear objective sentence to state the purpose of the chapter.
· Include a brief line on the approach or focus areas (e.g., epidemiology, mechanisms, prevention, treatment).
· Reduce long sentences and simplify detailed symptom lists to improve flow.
· Add a short statement highlighting the key insight or main conclusion of the review.
· Strengthen the final line to clearly emphasize the public health significance and need for integrated care.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Current knowledge on depression and oral health is accurately reflected in this scientifically sound manuscript. It accurately describes the biological mechanisms involving dysregulation of the HPA-axis and systemic inflammation, the behavioral factors that link depressive symptoms to poor oral health outcomes, and the multifactorial etiology of depression. The clinical implications discussed are appropriate and supported by evidence, and the discussion of the bidirectional relationship is in line with findings in recent literature. All things considered, the manuscript provides a logical, solid analysis of the subject and
information that is accurate from a scientific standpoint.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention
them in the review form.
	The references are adequate, up-to-date, and scientifically appropriate.
	

	[bookmark: Is_the_language/English_quality_of_the_a]Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Can be improved
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The paper's importance is appreciated, but it requires minor improvements to be accepted.
	


Review Form 3


Created by: DR
Checked by: PM
Approved by: MBM
Version: 3 (05-12-2024)




	[bookmark: _Hlk156057883][bookmark: _Hlk156057704]PART  2: 


	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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