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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	Ongoing global discussions on ethical artificial intelligence in education by proposing a structured, stage-based IPO ethics framework. It addresses a timely and critical gap in ethical governance as AI rapidly transforms teaching, learning, policy and research practices. The Southern African contextual lens offers value to regions facing similar socio-economic and digital-readiness challenges. The proposed framework provides a practical guide that researchers, policymakers, and institutions can adopt or adapt, making the study a strong reference point for future ethical AI governance discussions and empirical investigations. 

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Ok
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract sufficiently outlines the purpose, theoretical basis, and structure of the framework. The flow and conceptual progression are clear. 

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	Ok
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	Yes, the manuscript is written in professional academic English and is generally well structured. Minor editorial tightening could improve conciseness in some sections, but overall language quality is acceptable.





	

	Optional/General comments

	
NA


	















	PART  2: 


	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No, there are no apparent ethical issues in this manuscript.
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