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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript is scientifically significant as it identifies the critical drivers of water insecurity in the Himalayan regions of India and Nepal. By examining four representative towns, it demonstrates how rapid urbanization and climate change are outpacing the capacity of traditional water sources, such as springs and streams. Ultimately, this work provides a scalable framework for achieving sustainable and resilient water management in ecologically sensitive mountain regions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Yes, the title "Securing Water in Himalayan Towns in the Context of Rapid Urbanization and a Changing Climate" is highly suitable as it accurately reflects the core themes and geographic focus of the research.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is comprehensive and effectively summarizes the study's core elements. It clearly identifies the geographical focus, the primary drivers of water stress, urbanization, and climate change, the specific case studies, and the proposed multi-dimensional solutions. However, to enhance its scientific impact and clarity, suggest the following refinements: Briefly mention the population scale or the specific growth rates found in the study to provide immediate context for the "rapid urbanization" mentioned and Include a short sentence on the specific climatic shifts observed, such as the increase in mean air temperatures 0.08 to 0.18°C per decade or the reduction in dry season precipitation, as these are critical Suggested some Deletions point in this manuscript, The first sentence regarding "a fifth of the world's population" is a broad global statistic. This could be tightened or deleted to focus more quickly on the specific Himalayan context to save space for the results. The phrases "facing a multitude of challenges" and "ever more challenging" are somewhat repetitive. These can be consolidated into a single, more impactful statement about the projected water deficit.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	Based on the data and analysis provided, the manuscript is scientifically sound and follows a logical academic structure. It effectively connects regional biophysical changes with socio-economic data to explain the water crisis in the Himalayas.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The manuscript’s references are sufficient and relevant, providing a solid foundation for the study's claims. They effectively cover the three pillars of the research: Himalayan hydro-geology, urban growth trends in South Asia, and climate change projections. While the current list is strong, adding a few high-impact papers from 2020–2025 would further strengthen the manuscript by addressing very recent shifts in water governance and "springshed" management.
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	The English quality of the manuscript is generally suitable for scholarly communication. It follows a formal academic tone, uses appropriate technical terminology, and maintains a logical flow between sections.

	

	Optional/General comments

	The manuscript addresses the critical and escalating crisis of water insecurity in the Himalayan regions of India and Nepal, a topic of profound importance given the region's vulnerability to both rapid urbanization and climatic shifts. By providing a comparative analysis of four distinct towns, Dhulikhel, Dharan, Mussoorie, and Haldwani, the study bridges a significant gap in our understanding of how varied physiographic settings, hill-top vs. foothill experience, and adapt to water stress in the last. This is a strong, evidence-based study that addresses a critical gap in urban mountain research. Addressing these minor points will ensure the manuscript has maximum reach and impact.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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