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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	




	

	Optional/General comments

	Review Comments
Manuscript Title: Needlestick and Sharp Injuries among Healthcare Workers in the Operating Theatre

This chapter deals with needlestick and sharps injuries in the operating theatre, which is still a real concern for healthcare workers. The subject fits well within a book on healthcare safety or surgical practice. The chapter gives a broad picture of how these injuries occur and who is most at risk, using findings from many published studies.

The background section provides useful context, especially the discussion on universal precautions and the increased attention to healthcare worker safety following the emergence of HIV. The figures presented on exposure to blood and the distribution of injuries among different theatre staff help to show how common these events can be during surgical procedures.

The sections on prevention are clearly laid out. The discussion on double gloving explains both the protective benefit and the reasons some surgeons are reluctant to adopt the practice. The evidence supporting the use of blunt suture needles is well presented, and the table showing injury rates by needle type is easy to understand and supports the argument being made. The part on post-exposure management of hepatitis B, hepatitis C, and HIV is also useful and summarises the main steps clearly.

The chapter reads as a narrative overview of the topic. This is acceptable for a book chapter, but it would still help to briefly state how the studies discussed were identified or chosen, given the large number of references included.

Most of the key studies cited are older. While these papers are still relevant, adding some more recent research or guidelines would make the chapter feel more up to date and more closely aligned with current operating theatre practice.

There is some repetition, especially in the discussion of glove perforation and double gloving. These parts could be shortened slightly to improve the flow. The conclusion restates the main points but could be strengthened by making the main practical lessons for operating theatre staff clearer.

The chapter covers an important topic and brings together useful information. With small changes to tighten the writing and update the evidence base, it would work well as a book chapter.

Recommendation: Revision required (minor to moderate).
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