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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	The manuscript holds significant importance for the scientific community, particularly in the fields of cultural studies, and media analysis. It bridges the gap between theoretical frameworks like prosthetic memory and their practical applications in digital storytelling, showcasing how media can reshape collective memory and amplify marginalized voices. By examining the Malayalam film Pada as a case study, the research highlights the potential of cinema to challenge dominant narratives, foster empathy, and advocate for social justice. Furthermore, the manuscript contributes to ongoing discussions on the role of cultural production in addressing historical injustices, offering valuable insights for scholars exploring the intersections of media, history, and social resistance.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The title of the article, Reframing History, Reclaiming Justice: A Memory Studies Perspective on Pada's Digital Narrative, is suitable as it effectively encapsulates the key themes of the research. It reflects the dual focus on revisiting and reinterpreting historical narratives (Reframing History) and advocating for social justice (Reclaiming Justice), which aligns with the film's portrayal of Adivasi struggles. Additionally, the inclusion of "A Memory Studies Perspective" signals the academic lens through which the topic is analyzed, while "Pada's Digital Narrative" specifies the subject of study, making the title both engaging and informative for a scholarly audience. However, if a more specific emphasis on Adivasi land rights or the impact of digital storytelling is desired, the title could be slightly refined to reflect that focus.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract of the article is comprehensive and provides a strong overview of the key themes and objectives of the research. It succinctly highlights the film Pada's role in shaping collective memory, its focus on marginalized communities, and its use of digital storytelling to address social justice issues. The inclusion of frameworks like prosthetic memory and the politics of regret further strengthens its academic grounding.
Suggested Additions:
1. Emphasize the Historical Context: While the abstract mentions the 1996 Ayyankali Pada protest, providing a brief explanation of its significance could give readers a clearer understanding of the historical stakes involved.
2. Highlight Key Findings: Mentioning specific outcomes, such as how the film fosters empathy or reshapes cultural memory, could make the abstract more impactful.
3. Broaden Relevance: Adding a sentence on how the findings contribute to broader fields like media studies, cultural studies, or social justice research could enhance its appeal.
Suggested Deletions:
1. Repetition: The phrase "representation and remembrance's crucial role in resisting oppression" could be simplified, as similar ideas are reiterated in the abstract.
2. Broad Statements: Consider removing or condensing general statements like "opens avenues for exploring digital storytelling's impact on marginalized communities' empowerment," as they may dilute the focus on the specific case study.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	Based on the provided content, the manuscript appears to be scientifically correct. It employs well-established theoretical frameworks, such as Alison Landsberg's concept of prosthetic memory and Jeffrey Olick's politics of regret, to analyze the representation of Adivasi struggles in the film Pada. These frameworks are applied rigorously and are appropriately contextualized within the sociopolitical and historical landscape of Kerala. The manuscript also references credible sources, including historical events, legislative acts, and academic literature, which lend validity to its arguments. Minor enhancements, particularly involving empirical validation, could further solidify its scientific correctness and impact.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The references in the manuscript appear to be well-sourced and diverse, drawing from relevant theoretical frameworks, historical accounts, and analyses of media representation. Key texts, such as Alison Landsberg's Prosthetic Memory(2004) and Jeffrey Olick's Politics of Regret (2007), provide a strong theoretical foundation. Additionally, references to specific events, such as the Adivasi land struggles and legislative acts, enhance the historical credibility of the study.
However, there is a noticeable lack of recent academic sources beyond the 2010s, apart from a few cited articles and interviews related to Pada's release in 2022. Incorporating newer research on digital storytelling, memory studies, or Adivasi representation in Indian cinema could strengthen the manuscript’s contemporary relevance. Similarly, adding scholarly critiques or studies published within the past five years would ensure the analysis aligns with ongoing academic discussions. While the references are sufficient for the current scope, updating them with more recent studies would enrich the manuscript’s depth and timeliness.

	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	The language quality of the article is largely suitable for scholarly communication, with a formal tone, clear articulation of ideas, and appropriate use of academic terminology. The manuscript effectively employs discipline-specific concepts like prosthetic memory and politics of regret, demonstrating a solid command of the theoretical frameworks it engages with. Additionally, the sentence structure and vocabulary reflect an advanced level of academic writing, suitable for a scholarly audience.
However, there are occasional areas where clarity could be improved. Some sentences are overly complex or dense, which may hinder reader comprehension, especially for non-specialists. Simplifying such sentences or breaking them into shorter ones could enhance readability without compromising depth. Additionally, some phrases are repetitive or general, which could be refined for more precise communication. Overall, the language quality is appropriate, but minor revisions for conciseness and clarity would further elevate the manuscript's scholarly impact.

	

	Optional/General comments

	The manuscript, Reframing History, Reclaiming Justice: A Memory Studies Perspective on Pada's Digital Narrative, presents a compelling analysis of the 2022 Malayalam film Pada and its role in reshaping historical memory and addressing social justice issues. It is commendable for its interdisciplinary approach, combining memory studies, cultural analysis, and political critique to highlight the film's significance in amplifying marginalized voices, particularly those of the Adivasi community. The use of well-established theoretical frameworks, such as prosthetic memory and the politics of regret, provides a robust foundation for the analysis, ensuring scholarly depth and rigor.
One of the strengths of the manuscript is its contextual grounding. By situating Pada within the historical and sociopolitical struggles of Adivasi communities in Kerala, the paper offers an insightful critique of systemic injustices and the role of media in challenging dominant narratives. The detailed exploration of cultural elements, such as music and metaphors in the film, adds depth to the analysis, demonstrating how cinema can function as a powerful medium for fostering empathy and solidarity.
However, the manuscript could benefit from certain enhancements. Incorporating empirical evidence, such as audience reception studies or testimonials from Adivasi communities, would strengthen its claims about the film’s impact on collective memory. Furthermore, while the manuscript references key historical and theoretical works, adding more recent academic literature on digital storytelling and marginalized representation would increase its contemporary relevance. Overall, the manuscript is a valuable contribution to the fields of memory studies, cultural studies, and media analysis, and with minor adjustments, it could achieve an even greater scholarly impact.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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