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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This paper makes a vital contribution to the scientific community by providing a comprehensive and evidence-based inquiry into the ways in which financial literacy shapes sustainable economic inclusion among university students in South Africa. The research extends current theoretical and empirical understandings of financial capability within unequal and resource-constrained contexts by incorporating multidimensional elements of financial literacy, namely knowledge, attitudes, behaviors, and self-efficacy. Its findings provide sound evidence that financial literacy is indeed more than an individual skill but rather a prime tool of social mobility, adaptability, and sustained participation in the formal economy. Importantly, the study responds to a pressing national priority by highlighting how targeted, contextual financial education can reduce risk, improve student success, and contribute directly to broader development imperatives. This research thus responds to a critical need in the literature, while offering practical lessons for researchers, policymakers, and higher education leaders committed to advancing inclusive economic participation.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Yes , It is an appropriate title because it is clear, relevant, and communicates exactly that this research study will focus on financial literacy and economic inclusion at universities in Cape Town.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	Yes, the abstract is truly comprehensive and well-written. It clearly presents the purpose of the study, methodology, key findings, and practical implications. It has a strong structure with good flow, where the content provides an excellent overview to the readers regarding the importance of the study. It highlights why the research is important and thus constitutes a valuable addition to the research evidence base.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound, and is appropriately structured with roots in relevant literature and an appropriate research design. The methodology is well explained; the statistical analyses are appropriately applied, and findings have been interpreted logically. What's more, the objectives, data, and conclusions of the manuscript all strongly correlate. Overall, it is a rigorous and well-supported scientific investigation.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The references are adequate, relevant, and current; many are from 2023-2025. Both local (South African) and international research are represented, giving the manuscript a good foundation.
They include books, journal articles, and online sources; this is good. In general, the references are appropriate and adequate for the study.
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	
Yes, the language and English quality of the article are suitable for scholarly communication. The writing is clear, coherent, and academically appropriate; the arguments are well-structured, and the use of terminology is consistent throughout. The manuscript sustains a formal academic tone and presents complex ideas in a professional and understandable manner.
	

	Optional/General comments

	The manuscript is thorough, well-organized, and makes a meaningful contribution to the field. In particular, the integration of theory, empirical evidence, and practical implications is very strong, while this study addresses an extremely relevant issue in the South African higher education context. The clarity with which the findings are presented and the thoughtful recommendations further strengthen the contribution that the study will make to researchers, practitioners, and policy makers. Generally, it was a well-conducted and impactful study.

	









	PART  2: 


	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	There is no conflict of interest according to the information provided in this manuscript. The study clearly outlined that ethical approval was sought, informed consent was assured, anonymity was guaranteed, and data stored safely. All criteria within the norms for research involving human subjects seem to have been properly followed.
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