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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript contributes both theoretically and practically. Some factors introduced that advances national discourse on just transition pathways and responsible resource development.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The current title is clear, descriptive, and accurately reflects the study focus. No change required.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is detailed, and it concisely written, however, one short sentence highlighting specific implications for policymakers may further strengthen it.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	The manuscript is methodologically sound, with clear research design, rigorous qualitative approach, well-defined objectives, and well-supported conclusions.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The references are extensive, relevant, and mostly from 2022–2025 literature.
Advised to add a few additional local government policy documents that could strengthen regulatory arguments.
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	
clear academic English



	

	Optional/General comments

	

Advisiing to add a short graphical framework summarizing Critical Success Factors for UOGD in South Africa and Consider expanding on policy mechanisms


	










	PART  2: 


	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No issues
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