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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript makes an important contribution to the scientific community by addressing a critical gap in the understanding of strategic drivers that influence the success of unconventional oil and gas development projects in South Africa. Its focus on governance stability, regulatory coherence, infrastructure readiness, and stakeholder engagement provides valuable empirical insights that can inform both policymakers and industry practitioners. By linking project viability with pathways for sustainable economic inclusion, the study advances the discourse on how resource development can contribute to broader socio-economic goals. The qualitative evidence from experienced project managers also enriches the academic literature on energy governance and sustainable development in emerging economies. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Yes, is suitable. It clearly reflects the core focus of the study by highliting both the strategic drivers of the success of unconventional oil and gas development projects in South Africa. 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	Yes, the abstract of the article comprehensive. It clearly outlines the study’s purpose, context, methodology, and key findings.   
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	Yes, the manuscript scientifically, correct. The study is grounded in an appropriate qualitative research design.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	Yes, the references are sufficient and generally recent. The list includes a wide range of sources published between 2022 and 2025, demonstrating that the authors have incorporated up-to-date research relevant to unconventional oil and gas development, sustainability, project management, and South Africa’s energy context. The references cover both international and local studies, providing a strong theoretical and contextual foundation for the manuscript. Overall, the citation list is comprehensive and appropriate for the study’s scope.
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	Yes, the language quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications. 
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	No 
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