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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript is highly important for the scientific community as it provides a critical analysis of a government-led Entrepreneurship Development Programme (EDP), directly addressing the persistent challenge of high business failure rates among youth enterprises in South Africa. The study's main contribution lies in its rigorous methodological approach, as it applies The Entrepreneurship Competence (EntreComp) Model—a validated, competency-based framework: to evaluate the program's effectiveness, a gap previous evaluations of the NYDA EDP lacked. Ultimately, the findings will offer insightful information regarding the efficacy of public-sector entrepreneurship support and produce evidence-based recommendations for enhancing the design and impact of these vital programs for emerging entrepreneurs.
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