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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript addresses an important regional water quality issue in a data-scarce Himalayan context and provides useful baseline information for spring-dependent communities. The seasonal assessment and application of the Water Quality Index add practical value for water resource monitoring and management. The findings can support local planning, public health awareness, and future comparative studies in similar mountainous regions. However, the broader scientific impact would be strengthened by more explicit discussion of how these results compare with other Himalayan or northeastern Indian spring studies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Yes, the title is generally suitable and clearly reflects the study scope and methodology. However, it could be improved by explicitly indicating the seasonal aspect of the assessment.
Suggested alternative: “Seasonal Assessment of Spring Water Quality in Ukhrul Town, Manipur, India Using Water Quality Index”.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is clear and summarizes the objectives, methods, and key findings effectively. However, it could be improved by briefly stating the number of sampling locations and the seasonal framework to enhance clarity. Minor language tightening would also improve readability.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	The manuscript is scientifically sound, and the methods follow established standards and guidelines. The data analysis and interpretation are generally appropriate and consistent with the stated objectives. However, clarification of a few methodological details, particularly parameter weighting in the WQI calculation, would improve transparency and reproducibility.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The references are relevant and adequate for the study objectives, with appropriate use of standard guidelines and regional studies. However, inclusion of a few more recent peer-reviewed studies on spring water quality from similar mountainous regions would strengthen the literature context.
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	The language is generally understandable and suitable for academic communication. However, the manuscript would benefit from careful grammatical editing and sentence refinement to improve clarity and flow.



	

	Optional/General comments

	The study is well structured and provides valuable baseline data for a region with limited published information. However, clearer linkage between results and management implications would further enhance the practical relevance of the work.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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