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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript makes a meaningful contribution to the literature on rural livelihoods and social protection by examining the impact of MGNREGA on Santhal households in Pakur district of Jharkhand. By focusing on a Scheduled Tribe community in a geographically and socioeconomically marginal district, the study provides location specific evidence that is often missing from broader national level evaluations of the scheme. The use of primary household level data to analyse changes in income categories and migration behaviour strengthens the empirical relevance of the work and helps link policy design with lived outcomes. The findings are valuable for researchers, policymakers and development practitioners interested in employment guarantee programmes, tribal development and migration dynamics, as the study highlights how MGNREGA functions both as a short term safety net and as a stabilising livelihood intervention in tribal dominated regions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The title of the manuscript is suitable and clearly reflects the core focus of the study. It specifies the policy instrument MGNREGA, the target group Santhal households, and the geographical context of Pakur district in Jharkhand, which helps readers immediately understand the scope of the research. The title accurately represents the empirical nature of the work and the livelihood dimensions examined, such as income and migration. No major changes are required. However, if the authors wish to slightly streamline the title, it could be revised to “Impact of MGNREGA on Livelihoods of Santhal Households in Pakur District of Jharkhand, India.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract clearly states the purpose of the study, the study area, the sample size and the key methods used, including descriptive statistics and the Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test. It also highlights the main findings related to income improvement and reduction in seasonal migration among Santhal households, which makes it informative. However, the abstract could be strengthened by briefly mentioning the consumption related outcomes, as improved household consumption is analysed later in the paper. In addition, the abstract may reduce some descriptive background on the Santhal community and instead include a short concluding line on the policy relevance of strengthening asset creation under MGNREGA. These minor adjustments would improve clarity and balance without increasing the length of the abstract.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	The manuscript is largely scientifically sound in terms of its objectives, data collection and analytical approach. The use of primary data from 150 Santhal households across six blocks and the application of the Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test after testing for normality are appropriate for assessing changes in income and migration before and after participation in MGNREGA. The results are presented clearly and the conclusions are generally consistent with the empirical findings. However, the manuscript would benefit from clearer explanation of how income categories and migration statuses were coded for the statistical tests, as well as a more cautious interpretation of causality since the analysis is based on before and after comparisons without a control group. Addressing these points would further strengthen the scientific rigour of the study.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The manuscript cites a reasonable range of literature on MGNREGA, tribal livelihoods and migration, including both classic studies and more recent policy focused reports. Several recent references from 2023 to 2025, such as studies by LibTech India and Patel, are appropriately used to contextualise current implementation challenges. However, some sections of the literature review rely heavily on older studies, and the integration of recent empirical work on MGNREGA impacts in tribal and forest fringe areas could be improved. The authors may consider adding a few recent peer reviewed studies on employment guarantee schemes and migration published after 2020 to further strengthen the review. Overall, the reference base is adequate but could be modestly updated and better integrated into the discussion.
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	The manuscript is written in generally clear and understandable English, and the arguments are easy to follow across sections. However, there are several instances where sentence structure is lengthy or repetitive, which affects readability. For example, some paragraphs in the literature review and findings restate similar points on income improvement and migration reduction without sufficient refinement. Minor grammatical errors, inconsistent tense usage and spacing issues are also present in places, particularly in the interpretation of tables. The overall language is suitable for scholarly communication, but careful copy editing would improve clarity, flow and academic polish.
	

	Optional/General comments

	The study addresses an important policy relevant issue and provides valuable household level evidence on the role of MGNREGA in supporting tribal livelihoods in Pakur district. The presentation of income, migration and consumption outcomes using simple tables makes the findings accessible. However, the discussion section could be strengthened by more explicitly linking the statistical results with the broader literature cited in the review. The manuscript would also benefit from a clearer explanation of limitations, such as recall bias in before participation data and the absence of a comparison group. With these refinements, the chapter can offer a more balanced and robust contribution to discussions on employment guarantee programmes in tribal regions.


This manuscript provides a clear and empirically grounded assessment of the impact of MGNREGA on income, migration and consumption among Santhal households in Pakur district. The topic is relevant, the objectives are clearly stated and the use of household level primary data strengthens the contribution of the study. The analytical approach, including the use of non parametric tests, is appropriate and the findings are consistent with the results presented. However, some aspects require improvement, particularly clearer explanation of variable coding, cautious interpretation of causality and refinement of language and structure in parts of the manuscript. These issues are important but manageable. Based on the overall quality and contribution, the manuscript falls within the minor revision category.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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