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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript holds significant value for the scientific community by offering a qualitative exploration of Indigenous Peoples Education (IPED) in Bontoc, Mountain Province, Philippines, shedding light on the integration of cultural relevance within formal education systems and addressing gaps in implementation that undermine indigenous pedagogies. It contributes to the broader discourse on decolonizing education, emphasizing the need to preserve holistic indigenous knowledge systems like the ato and olog, which foster interconnectedness and harmony, thus informing global efforts toward culturally responsive curricula in postcolonial contexts. Furthermore, by highlighting challenges such as the disjunction between mainstream teaching materials and learners' lived experiences, the study provides actionable recommendations for policymakers and educators, aligning with international frameworks like the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and supporting Sustainable Development Goal 4 on inclusive education. Overall, it enriches anthropological and educational research on indigenous communities, advocating for teacher training that incorporates indigenous worldviews to sustain cultural heritage.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The title is generally suitable but contains typographical errors.

Suggested alternative title: "Exploring the Nature of Indigenous Peoples' Education in Bontoc, Mountain Province: A Qualitative Inquiry into Cultural Relevance, Challenges, and Opportunities."
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is mostly comprehensive, outlining the research questions, methodology, key findings, and recommendations effectively. It captures the essence of traditional indigenous education and implementation shortcomings. Suggestions: Add details on the sample size or participant types (e.g., number of teachers, elders interviewed) for methodological clarity; delete or rephrase repetitive sentences (e.g., the two mentions of "indigenous education in Bontoc, Mountain Province") to improve conciseness and flow.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	The manuscript is scientifically correct in its qualitative design, appropriately using focus groups, interviews, and observations to explore lived experiences, grounded in relevant frameworks like IPRA and DepEd policies. Thematic analysis aligns with phenomenological approaches, and findings logically address cultural disconnects and recommendations. However, it could strengthen rigor by detailing data triangulation, sample justification (e.g., saturation criteria), and potential researcher bias, as the small, localized sample limits generalizability; these enhancements would bolster validity without undermining the core soundness.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The references are sufficient in scope but not sufficiently recent, with most sources from before 2010 (e.g., 1949, 1988), lacking coverage of post-2020 developments in IPED amid evolving policies.
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	The language quality is adequate for scholarly communications but requires improvement due to typographical errors (e.g., missing spaces, inconsistent capitalization), awkward phrasing (e.g., "thelearners lived experiences" should be "the learners' lived experiences"), and repetitive structures that affect readability. A thorough proofreading and editing for grammar, punctuation, and flow would elevate it to fully scholarly standards.

	

	Optional/General comments

	This book chapter provides a culturally sensitive analysis of IPED, with strong emphasis on Bontoc traditions like ato and olog, offering practical recommendations for DepEd and universities. Strengths include its alignment with indigenous rights frameworks, but expanding the discussion on contemporary challenges (e.g., digital integration in remote areas) and including visuals (e.g., diagrams of indigenous pedagogy) could enhance engagement. Overall, it has potential as a valuable contribution to indigenous education literature with revisions for clarity and recency.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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