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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript is highly valuable and relevant for the scientific community. It provides in-depth interviews with the participants who volunteered to be interviewed. It is heartening to see that reserachers have empowered the participants by providing them a safe venue to share their innermost motivations and dilemmas regarding their drug use. This is suucintly shared by the authors when they state: “We move beyond the sterile world of statistics and charts, seeking instead to capture the voices and stories of individuals who have grappled with the decision to use drugs.” Extant research on the topic of drug abuse has been quantitative and this qualitative analysis is a desirable approach to delve into this arduous topic in a detailed manner.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The current title is too lengthy and wordy: Drug Abuse Among University and Medical College Students regarding Motivations and First Encounters: A Qualitative Study.
A more suitable title will be: A Qualitative Approach Examining Drug Abuse among Students.
Another suitable title could be: An in-depth analysis of Drug Abuse in Two Educational Institutions.

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract states that: “This study employed qualitative methods to investigate the motivations and experiences that lead to initial drug use among university and medical college students.” However it does not state clearly the departmental affiliations of the students from the university. 

Further the Methodology states: “This qualitative study was conducted in the Department of Forensic Medicine & Toxicology, Shaheed Monsur Ali Medical College, Dhaka, Bangladesh from January 2024 and July, 2024 for a period of six months which was employed thematic analysis to explore the motivations and experiences of university and medical college students in Shahbag, Dhaka, Bangladesh, who initiated drug use.” 

This is not clear at all. The authors clearly need to state as participants comprised as having affiliation with the university, here name the university, and then name the medical college. It seems as if all the participants are from the medical college-“Shaheed Monsur Ali Medical College, Dhaka” and  “medical college students in Shahbag, Dhaka, Bangladesh.”
Sociodemographic information regarding the gender of the particpants is missing.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	The manuscript has employed qualitative analysis and the authors have been pertinent to look ito the details as stated in their own words on page 79: “This involved sharing a summary of the preliminary findings and inviting participants to provide feedback on the accuracy and completeness of their representation. Additionally, a detailed audit trail was maintained throughout the research process, documenting all methodological decisions, data collection procedures, and analysis steps.”

However the qualitative analysis does not mention the Grounded Theory approach which ostensibly the authors have used to code their data. The absence of the tabular depiction of the data does not lend credence to the themes. The table must depict the process by which open codes, axial codes and final themes were arrived at. On reading the manuscript it is left to the imagination of the reader as to the development of this iterative process. 

Further it is a requirement of qualitative analysis that each theme be accompanied by direct quotes of the participants. 

On page 80 for the following themes, direct quotes of the participants are missing:
First Encounters and Motivations
    Differences Between University and Medical College Students
    Negative Consequences

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	On page 81 the title of an article is mentioned: “Substance Use Among Physicians and Medical Students.” As per APA format in accordance with the 7th edition of the APA manual the title of the article is not to be mentioned within text. The references are not in APA format. The authors need to format those accordingly. 
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	On page 77 it is mentioned: healthcare systems.1
The 1 seems a typo and is to be removed. 
On page 80 it is mentioned under the theme Perceived Benefits of Drug Use : 
« Sometimes, I felt like I couldn't keep up without using yaba to help me concentrate for longer periods."
What is yaba that needs to be explained, since the readers will not be familiar with the colloquial parlance.

The language is grammatically correct, lucid, easy to comprehend. 




	

	Optional/General comments

	Required suggestions have been provided, hence these may be looked into detail.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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