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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This research highlights an important aspect of human-wildlife conflict. The author shows the human-leopard conflict based on the official record and some qualitative results. I totally understand the magnanimity or gravity of the issue because I worked for a decade in the conservation landscape in South Asia. I know the exact number of incidents could be even higher because many such incidents go unnoticed or unrecorded in such rural settings and the slow bureaucratic systems. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The title is fine and reflects the content of the paper. 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is fine. 
I suggest starting an abstract with a global statement. 
You have used the term “taluka.” Suggest defining this term, which is not familiar to the audience outside of India. 
You have used “leopards live continuously with humans.” Suggest replacing this phrase with “leopards frequently visit settlements or other multiple-use zones in search of prey” or similar ones. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	This manuscript is scientifically correct. I have listed my comments below in the Optional/General section, which will help in improving the quality of this manuscript. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The references are fine. 
I felt some prominent references were missing, such as Harihar A, Lovari S, Wikramanayake E, etc.
There is a recent article, “Assessing the costs of human-wildlife conflict in Khata wildlife corridor, Nepal.” 
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	
Good to edit it before publishing. I have made some edits. Please see the edited version uploaded with this review form. Please ignore the yellow highlights in instances in the text. I applied yellow highlights for my review purposes. 



	

	Optional/General comments

	· I wonder about the intra-guild interactions between lions and leopards in your study area. This could be an important aspect for such chronobiological behavior of leopards. You mentioned “powerful lions” in the conclusion. There are many studies on the interaction of these felids. We had reports of tigers killing leopards during my tenure in the conservation landscape. 
· In Data collection, you mentioned “compensation.” I suggest never using this term; you can never compensate. We use the term “relief.” I internalized this after ten years of my work with the community. 
· In Fig. 1, I suggest applying the scale at least on the lower map. 
· In Fig. 5, the percentage is missing for Veraval. 
· In the Victim demographics, you mentioned, “This suggests that men are much more likely to become involved in conflict, probably because of the activities they do.” I suggest providing some examples or evidences or types of activities by men. 
· In Results and Discussion, I suggest linking your results to similar studies and similar patterns of results, apart from only showing your results. 
· In conclusion, I added “conflict hotspots.” You have mentioned “But the danger is still extremely significant” with a citation. This is unclear. 
· In Mitigating Human-Leopard Conflicts and Maintaining Balanced Coexistence, you mentioned “conservation strategies have to evolve with the seasons.” I suggest rephrasing this statement. 
	






	PART  2: 


	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
No.
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