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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This chapter provides a extensive agro-morphological evaluation of okra candidate varieties using internationally recognized DUS criteria. The study is specially important for varietal registration and seed system strengthening in West Africa, where the availability of stable and high-performing vegetable varieties remains limited. A robust scientific basis for varietal approval and dissemination is offered by the work through the combination of qualitative descriptors, quantitative traits, phenological data, and multivariate analyses across two production cycles. The findings will be useful for plant breeders, seed regulatory authorities, and researchers working on vegetable crop improvement under tropical conditions. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Yes, the title is appropriate, clear, and accurate.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is well structured and adequately summarizes the aims, methodology, key results, and conclusions. The minor refinements are:
Explicitly mentioning the number of cycles and experimental design.
Briefly highlighting the key yield performance outcomes alongside stability results.
Reducing minor redundancy in methodological description.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct.  The experimental design, use of UPOV DUS descriptors, mixed-effect modeling, Cohen’s Kappa analysis, and hierarchical clustering are appropriate and  applied. Statistical interpretations are consistent with the presented data, and conclusions are well supported by results. The study adheres to accepted standards in plant varietal evaluation and agro-morphological characterization.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	Yes, the references are sufficient, relevant, and include recent literature up to 2025. 
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	

The overall language quality is acceptable. However, minor grammar polishing is recommended.


	

	Optional/General comments

	

Figures should include clearer captions and resolution checks.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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