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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript contributes to the scientific literature by providing updated panel evidence (1990–2024) on the investment–growth nexus in selected West African economies, a region that remains underrepresented in macroeconomic panel studies. By jointly examining domestic investment, inward and outward foreign direct investment, and an insecurity index within a unified empirical framework, the study advances the debate on the heterogeneous growth effects of capital flows in fragile and conflict-affected contexts. The inclusion of insecurity as a structural constraint enriches the conventional FDI–growth literature by integrating political economy and institutional risk dimensions, thereby aligning with broader discussions in development economics on absorptive capacity and macroeconomic vulnerability.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The current title is broadly suitable
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is generally adequate, as it states the objective, data period, variables, method, and main findings. However, it would benefit from clearer specification of the econometric strategy (e.g., model selection and long-run testing) and a brief justification for including the insecurity index to highlight the study’s originality. Some evaluative or policy-oriented phrases should be replaced with more neutral academic language. A more concise and analytically focused concluding sentence would also improve its scientific clarity.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	The manuscript addresses an important topic and applies conventional panel data methods; however, it is not fully scientifically rigorous in its current form. There are methodological inconsistencies—particularly in model selection and test interpretation—that weaken the robustness of the results. In addition, issues related to cross-sectional dependence and the interpretation of key coefficients require further clarification. Therefore, substantial methodological refinement is needed to ensure full scientific validity.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally relevant to the topic
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	

The English is generally understandable
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)

	





Reviewer details:
Mahdi MNASRI, Université Paris Cité, France

Created by: DR	              Checked by: PM                                             Approved by: MBM	   	Version: 3 (05-12-2024)	
