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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	The present study revealed significant interspecific differences in both leaf and stem anatomical traits between Citrus reticulata and Citrus sinensis under the semi-arid conditions of Mubi, Nigeria. These differences are consistent with known patterns of structural adaptation to water limitation, in which leaf stomatal traits and xylem vessel anatomy contribute to species-specific water-use strategies. 

Overall, the results show that while C. sinensis favors hydraulic efficiency, which may be beneficial under favorable moisture availability but may increase vulnerability during prolonged drought, C. reticulata adopts a relatively more conservative and possibly hydraulically safer strategy under semi-arid conditions. Therefore, combining stomatal traits with wood anatomical features offers a strong framework for comprehending citrus species' adaption strategies in water-limited situations. These observations are pertinent to breeding programs, orchard management, and species selection that aims to enhance citrus performance in semi-arid and drought-prone environments.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	Yes
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	Yes
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments

	1. Change the plant binomials into italics in Title.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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