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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript makes an important contribution to the scientific community by re-examining Edward Blyden’s Pan-African vision through the dual lens of postcolonial theory and contemporary governance. By bridging historical political philosophy with current African leadership challenges, the paper not only enriches Pan-African historiography but also advances interdisciplinary conversations between history, political science, and development studies. Its critical reassessment highlights the enduring relevance of indigenous knowledge systems, cultural sovereignty, and ethical leadership in shaping Africa’s future. As such, the study provides a valuable framework for scholars, policymakers, and practitioners seeking to understand and apply African-centered perspectives in governance research.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The original title is academically appropriate, however since this is a book chapter, this suggested title “African-Centered Leadership in the 21st Century: Revisiting Edward Blyden’s Pan-African Legacy” would likely engage readers more readily.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	Yes, the abstract is well-written and provides a strong overview of the study, covering Blyden’s intellectual legacy, the theoretical framework (postcolonial theory), and the main findings regarding the gap between Pan-African ideals and contemporary governance. It is clear and comprehensive in scope.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct. The arguments are well-grounded in established scholarship, and the historical and theoretical claims are supported with appropriate references. The author demonstrates a solid understanding of Pan-African historiography, postcolonial theory, and contemporary governance debates. The citations are accurate, and the integration of both primary texts (Blyden’s works) and secondary sources (contemporary African political scholarship) lends credibility to the analysis.

While the manuscript provides a strong critique of governance failures, it would benefit from greater balance by including examples of positive leadership practices across the continent. Highlighting cases such as Botswana’s relative political stability, Ghana’s democratic consolidation, Rwanda’s localized development strategies, or recent progress with the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) would provide a more nuanced perspective. This addition would not only strengthen the analysis but also demonstrate how Blyden’s ideals can be meaningfully applied in contemporary contexts.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The references are sufficient and wide ranging. Suggested additions:
1. UNCTAD. (2021). Implications of the African Continental Free Trade Area for Trade and Industrialization. Geneva: UNCTAD
2. Cheeseman, N. (2019). Democracy in Africa: Successes, Failures, and the Struggle for Political Reform. Cambridge University Press.

	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	Yes, the use of the English language in the manuscript was very fair.


	

	Optional/General comments

	Please proceed with the publications once the suggested corrections have been effected.

	









	PART  2: 


	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No
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