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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	I find this manuscript to be highly relevant and important for the current body of management research. It directly addresses a critical gap, offering much-needed empirical, context-rich insights into how South African SMMEs are actually utilizing social media advertising platforms to overcome resource limitations and a lack of formal digital strategy. The qualitative findings, particularly the focus on platforms like TikTok and Instagram for engaging younger consumers, provide actionable, practitioner-focused knowledge that is sorely needed in this domain. Furthermore, the paper’s contribution extends beyond business practice by offering data that can inform policymakers in developing targeted digital literacy and support programs
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The current title is accurate to the manuscript's core subject. However, in the spirit of academic precision and to ensure proper indexing, I believe the title should be more specific. The study’s methodological rigour stems from its qualitative approach, focus on the beauty industry, and specific South African locale (Nelson Mandela Bay). This specificity is a strength and should be reflected upfront. So, an alternative title could be;
“A Qualitative Assessment of Social Media Advertising Platform Usage Among South African Beauty Industry SMMEs: Perceived Benefits and Challenges”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is well-structured and covers all essential elements: problem, methodology, key findings, and recommendations. However, a crucial omission is the lack of explicit mention of the study's scope, specifically the geographic location (Nelson Mandela Bay) and the specific industry (beauty).
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	The manuscript is a well-executed qualitative exploration of a highly pertinent topic in digital marketing.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The references seem to be sufficient and recent enough.
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	
The manuscript maintains a consistent academic tone, which is appropriate for a book chapter.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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