

Review Form 3
	

	Book Name:
	New Ideas Concerning Arts and Social Studies

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_BPR_7241

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	Impact of Western Cultural Influence on Rites of Passage among the Hehe and Bena of Iringa Rural District

	Type of the Article
	Book Chapter





Special note:

A research paper already published in a journal can be published as a Book Chapter in an expanded form with proper copyright approval. 
 (
Source Article: 
This chapter is an extended version of the article published by the same author(s) in the following journal. 
Asian Journal of Education and Social Studies
, 
50
(
12
): 
12-17
, 
2024
.
DOI: 10.9734/
ajess
/2024/v50i121671
 
)



	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript offers valuable insights into how Western cultural influences intersect with traditional rites of passage among the Hehe and Bena communities, a topic that remains underexplored in the academic literature. By employing a mixed‑methods approach and capturing perspectives from multiple generations, the study contributes to a deeper understanding of cultural adaptation and resilience in the context of globalization. Its findings enrich ongoing scholarly conversations on cultural preservation, identity negotiation, and the hybridization of traditional practices. Overall, the manuscript provides meaningful empirical evidence that can support future research and inform policy decisions related to cultural sustainability and community development.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The current title is generally relevant to the subject matter, as it reflects the focus on Western cultural influence and rites of passage among the Hehe and Bena communities. However, it is somewhat broad and could be made more concise and academically focused. A clearer and more informative title may improve the manuscript’s impact and readability.
Suggested alternative titles:
· “Western Cultural Influence on Rites of Passage among the Hehe and Bena Communities of Iringa Rural District”
· “Cultural Transition and the Impact of Western Values on Hehe and Bena Rites of Passage”
· “Hybridization of Tradition: Western Influences on Rites of Passage in Hehe and Bena Societies”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is generally comprehensive, as it outlines the purpose of the study, the methodological approach, and the key findings. However, it is quite long and would benefit from improved focus and conciseness. I suggest removing some descriptive or repetitive sentences—particularly those that restate the same ideas about cultural preservation and hybridization—to make the abstract more streamlined. Additionally, the abstract could be strengthened by presenting the main findings more clearly and explicitly, ideally in a more structured flow (purpose → methods → key results → implications). Providing specific quantitative highlights (e.g., sample size or respondent groups) would also enhance clarity and increase its academic rigor.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	The manuscript is generally coherent and scientifically sound, as it presents a clear research purpose, applies an appropriate mixed‑methods design, and reports findings that align with the stated objectives. The methodological explanations—sampling strategy, data collection tools, and the use of both SPSS and content analysis—provide a reasonable foundation for scientific rigor. However, certain sections would benefit from stronger clarification and tightening. For example, the literature review occasionally lacks critical synthesis, and some references cited do not fully align with the specific cultural context of the study. Additionally, the results section could elaborate more explicitly on how quantitative and qualitative findings were integrated. Strengthening these areas would enhance the scientific robustness of the manuscript.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The reference list is moderately sufficient, and it includes several foundational and contemporary sources. However, many citations are either dated or not closely aligned with the specific research context. A stronger integration of recent studies (from the past 5–7 years) on globalization, cultural hybridization, and African rites of passage would improve the manuscript’s scholarly relevance. Additionally, some references appear tangential to the topic and could be replaced with more focused anthropological or cultural‑studies literature. Including newer regional studies from East Africa—particularly those addressing cultural change, modernization, and youth perceptions—would also strengthen the theoretical grounding of the paper. If the authors incorporate more recent and context-specific works, the manuscript’s academic rigor and relevance will be enhanced.
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	The overall English quality of the manuscript is understandable, but it is not yet fully suitable for scholarly communication in its current form. Several sections contain grammatical issues, long and repetitive sentences, and inconsistent academic tone. The abstract, introduction, and discussion sections especially would benefit from clearer structuring and more concise phrasing. I recommend a thorough language editing process—preferably by a professional academic editor or a native‑level reviewer—to ensure clarity, coherence, and adherence to formal academic writing standards.
	

	Optional/General comments

	Overall, the manuscript addresses an important and underexplored topic and offers meaningful insights into cultural transformation within the Hehe and Bena communities. The mixed‑methods design is appropriate; however, the manuscript would benefit from clearer organization, tighter argumentation, and more critical engagement with recent literature. Improving the clarity of language, refining the structure of the discussion, and strengthening the connection between empirical findings and theoretical frameworks would significantly enhance the paper’s overall quality. With revisions in these areas, the manuscript has the potential to make a valuable contribution to the field.
	



	PART  2: 


	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No. 
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