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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This chapter addresses an important issue in multilingual education by examining the challenges teachers encounter when implementing Mother Tongue-Based Multilingual Education (MTB-MLE) in lower primary classrooms. The study provides useful empirical insights from Chongwe District in Zambia and contributes to ongoing discussions on language-in-education policy in multilingual societies. By drawing on qualitative data collected from thirty teachers across ten schools, the authors present a grounded perspective on classroom realities that are often overlooked in policy-level discussions. The findings are particularly valuable for researchers and policymakers interested in the practical implementation of multilingual education policies and teacher preparedness in linguistically diverse contexts.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The title is appropriate and clearly reflects the focus of the study. It accurately identifies the topic, educational level, and geographical context.
However, for greater precision, the following minor revision could be considered:
Suggested alternative title:
Challenges Faced by Teachers in Implementing Mother Tongue-Based Multilingual Education (MTB-MLE) in Lower Primary Schools in Chongwe District, Zambia.
This version slightly improves clarity by explicitly indicating the national context.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract provides a concise overview of the research focus, theoretical orientation, research design, and key findings. It clearly highlights the central challenges identified in the study, such as limited instructional materials, translation difficulties, and high teacher–pupil ratios.
Nevertheless, the abstract could be improved by briefly indicating the sample size and data sources used in the study. Including a short statement on the implications of the findings for language policy or teacher training would also strengthen the abstract and clarify the contribution of the chapter.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	The manuscript follows a clear and logical research structure including the introduction, literature review, theoretical framework, methodology, findings, and conclusion. The adoption of Ruiz’s (1984) language orientation framework provides an appropriate theoretical lens for analysing language practices in multilingual classrooms. The qualitative research design and the use of focus group discussions, classroom observations, and document analysis appear appropriate for addressing the research question.
One particularly interesting aspect of the findings is the discussion of lexical differences between standard Chewa used in textbooks and the more familiar forms of Nyanja spoken by learners (e.g., mpira versus bola). This example illustrates the practical linguistic challenges teachers encounter when implementing MTB-MLE policies. Strengthening the analytical connection between such classroom examples and the theoretical framework would further enhance the scholarly depth of the discussion.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The manuscript includes a range of relevant references related to multilingual education, translanguaging, and language policy. The cited studies from Zambia and other multilingual contexts provide a useful background for the research.
However, the literature review could be slightly strengthened by incorporating some recent international scholarship on multilingual education and translanguaging pedagogy. Including a few additional recent sources would help situate the study within current developments in the field.
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	Overall, the manuscript communicates its ideas clearly. However, the English language would benefit from careful proofreading and minor editing for grammatical accuracy and stylistic consistency. Some sentences are quite long and could be simplified to improve readability.

A round of professional language editing would significantly improve the clarity and overall presentation of the chapter.
	

	Optional/General comments

	The chapter presents a well-structured qualitative study addressing an important topic in multilingual education. The research design is appropriate and the findings are relevant for both researchers and policymakers. Minor revisions related mainly to language editing and strengthening the analytical discussion are recommended before publication.
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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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