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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript is important to the scientific community because it advances the assessment of school performance by applying a multivariate analytical framework that captures the combined effects of interrelated academic and institutional factors rather than relying on isolated indicators. By integrating variables such as GPA, pass rates, student volume, and regional and national rankings, the study provides a more robust and statistically sound model for classifying and predicting school performance. The use of discriminant analysis and Mahalanobis distance demonstrates high predictive accuracy, offering a replicable methodological approach for educational researchers and policymakers in similar contexts. Overall, the findings contribute valuable empirical evidence to educational measurement research and support data-driven decision-making aimed at improving school quality and equity, particularly in developing education systems
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The current title is generally suitable and reflects the focus on multivariate analysis and secondary school performance in Simiyu Region, Tanzania. However, it could be strengthened by explicitly highlighting the methodological approach and performance classification aspect to improve clarity and scholarly impact. A possible alternative title is: “A Multivariate Discriminant Analysis of Factors Influencing Secondary School Performance in Simiyu Region, Tanzania.” This version clearly signals both the analytical technique and the outcome focus of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is largely comprehensive, as it clearly states the background, objective, methodology, key variables, major findings, and conclusions. However, it may be improved by explicitly stating the practical implications for policymakers and school administrators. Minor streamlining is suggested to reduce methodological detail that may be excessive for an abstract, allowing more space for implications and significance.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	The manuscript is scientifically sound, with appropriate use of multivariate statistical techniques such as discriminant analysis, Mahalanobis distance, and classification accuracy measures. The theoretical justification for using multivariate methods over univariate approaches is clearly articulated, and the statistical procedures are consistent with established methodological standards. The interpretation of results is logical and supported by the data, although clarity could be improved by simplifying some statistical explanations for broader accessibility without compromising rigor.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The references are generally sufficient and relevant, particularly in covering grading systems, GPA, school performance, and multivariate methods. However, many cited works are relatively dated, and the manuscript would benefit from the inclusion of more recent (last 5–7 years) studies on educational performance analytics, learning outcomes in Sub-Saharan Africa, and modern applications of multivariate or machine-learning approaches in education research. Adding a few contemporary international and regional studies would strengthen the manuscript’s scholarly currency.
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	
The language used is generally understandable and appropriate for scholarly communication, but the manuscript requires moderate to substantial language editing to improve grammar, sentence structure, coherence, and academic tone. Some sentences are overly long, repetitive, or awkwardly phrased, which may affect readability. A careful professional language edit is recommended to enhance clarity, flow, and precision, ensuring the manuscript meets international journal standards.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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