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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript applies multivariate statistical methods to evaluate secondary school performance using five correlated indicators simultaneously, rather than relying on single measures such as GPA or pass rate. The use of discriminant analysis and Mahalanobis distance strengthens the analytical framework and improves classification accuracy.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The current title clearly reflects the statistical approach and geographic focus. It accurately communicates the multivariate nature of the study and its emphasis on secondary school performance.

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract summarizes the objective, methods, key findings, and conclusion. It reports sample size, variables, and main statistical results, which is appropriate. However, a few improvements would strengthen it:
· Briefly state the study design, for example cross sectional analysis of 2020 Form IV examination data.
· Clarify how performance groups were defined using GPA thresholds.
· Include one key quantitative result, such as the 89.4 percent variance explained by the first discriminant function or the 95 percent classification accuracy.
· Reduce repetition about discriminant function 1 being “more appropriate,” since this can be summarized more concisely.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	The statistical framework is generally appropriate. The manuscript correctly applies linear discriminant analysis and Mahalanobis distance for group classification. The reporting of eigenvalues, Wilks’ lambda, canonical correlations, and structure matrix on pages 5 and 6 demonstrates methodological rigor
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	· Include more recent studies from 2018 onward on educational performance analytics.
· Add recent empirical studies on school effectiveness in Sub Saharan Africa.
· Cite current methodological papers on classification accuracy, cross validation, or machine learning comparisons with LDA.

	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	
 The manuscript requires substantial language editing before publication.

	

	Optional/General comments

	
Several scientific issues need attention:
· Assumptions of LDA such as multivariate normality and homogeneity of covariance matrices are not tested or reported.
· The sample size is modest, 44 schools, which may limit generalizability.
· The classification groups are initially formed using GPA, and GPA is also included as a predictor variable. This may introduce circular reasoning in discrimination.
· Some interpretations in the discussion overstate novelty, while similar multivariate techniques are already established in educational research.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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