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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript examines the relationship between the control environment and financial performance in Rwanda’s insurance sector. It contributes to corporate governance and internal control literature by applying the COSO framework within emerging African market context. The study integrates Agency Theory with empirical regression analysis, offering valuable insights for regulators, policymakers, and financial institutions. The findings enhance understanding of how governance culture influences profitability and operational resilience in developing economies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	The title is appropriate and clearly reflects the study variables and context. However, here is an optinal suggested refinement: Control Environment and Financial Performance: Evidence from Selected Insurance Companies in Rwanda. 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is comprehensive and includes background, methodology, findings, and recommendations. However, minor revisions are recommended to reduce repetition, clarify whether financial performance is a composite index, and explicitly state the research design. Furthermore, the discussion of the constant term can be shortened for conciseness.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	The manuscript is scientifically sound with clear theoretical grounding, appropriate regression modelling, and adequate reliability and validity testing. However, the conceptual framework section contains content unrelated to the insurance context and must be revised to reflect the study variables accurately. While the literature review includes recent and diverse sources, Section 2.1 contains empirical studies unrelated to internal controls or insurance. This section must be revised to include relevant studies on corporate governance, internal controls, and financial performance.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	References are recent and diverse; however, citation consistency should be ensured. Authors should verify regulatory references and standardize COSO citation years.
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	The manuscript is generally clear but requires minor grammatical corrections, removal of redundancy, and standardization of terminology for improved scholarly presentation.
	

	Optional/General comments

	The methodology is well structured with justified sample size and reliability testing. However, the research design description should be clarified and the construction of the composite financial performance index explained. The regression results are correctly interpreted and aligned with theory. However, repetition in descriptive sections should be reduced and potential omitted variable bias briefly discussed.
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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