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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	By offering unique and context-specific evidence on the causes of energy poverty in isolated, off-grid rural communities—a subject that is frequently disregarded in national surveys and mainstream energy research—his manuscript significantly advances the scientific community. The study improves methodological rigor and provides detailed insights into how social grant dependency, gender, household composition, and education influence vulnerability to energy deprivation by combining the FGT technique with probit analysis. The results show the limitations of income-based interventions in structurally excluded areas and cast doubt on popular hypotheses like the energy ladder theory. All things considered, this paper advances research on global energy poverty and gives decision-makers empirical direction for creating focused, multifaceted off-grid population support initiatives.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The research backdrop, methods, key findings, and policy implications are all included in this thorough and organized abstract. It is lengthy, though, and reads more like a mini-introduction. To improve clarity and academic correctness, some sentences can be tightened, and specific elements can be added or highlighted.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	Yes (The manuscript is generally scientifically correct and satisfies the requirements of empirical research in energy poverty and development studies, according to the thorough evaluation of the work you uploaded.)

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	Yes
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	
Yes
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	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
No
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