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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript makes a meaningful contribution to the literature on smallholder horticulture by integrating agronomic practices and market drivers within a single analytical framework. It advances empirical understanding of how production techniques and marketing structures jointly influence productivity and income outcomes in mango value chains. The study is particularly valuable for development economics, agribusiness, and agricultural policy, as it provides evidence-based insights relevant to smallholder commercialization in Sub-Saharan Africa. Its strong linkage to policy agendas and value chain development enhances its relevance beyond the local context.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Yes, the title is suitable, clear, and accurately reflects the scope, variables, and geographical focus of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is comprehensive and well-structured, clearly presenting the background, objectives, methodology, key findings, and conclusions. However, minor improvement is recommended by explicitly stating the main analytical techniques (e.g., ANOVA and GLM) earlier and briefly highlighting the study’s practical contribution to policy or farmer decision-making. No major deletions are necessary.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	The manuscript is scientifically sound. The research design, sampling strategy, data collection methods, and analytical techniques are appropriate and consistently applied. The linkage between objectives, hypotheses, results, and discussion is clear, and the conclusions are logically derived from the empirical findings.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
-
	The references are sufficient, relevant, and largely recent, with appropriate use of peer-reviewed journal articles, institutional reports, and policy documents. The citation base adequately supports the theoretical framework and empirical discussion. Only minor updating of a few older policy references could further strengthen the manuscript.
	

	
Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	
The manuscript would benefit from a brief synthesis table summarizing the key agronomic and marketing drivers and their observed effects on productivity and income. This would enhance readability and policy uptake without altering the core content.



	

	Optional/General comments

	The manuscript would benefit from a brief synthesis table summarizing the key agronomic and marketing drivers and their observed effects on productivity and income. This would enhance readability and policy uptake without altering the core conten.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	No ethical issues are identified. 
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