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PART 1 (Importance of the manuscript)
	
	Comments of the Reviewers
	Author’s Feedback 



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	The manuscript addresses an important and clinically relevant challenge in critical care medicine, namely the early recognition and management of invasive candidiasis in non-neutropenic critically ill patients. By revisiting the concept of multifocal candidiasis as a potential intermediate clinical entity between colonization and invasive disease, the authors introduce a thought-provoking hypothesis that could stimulate further clinical and translational research.
	


PART 2.1 (Objective Evaluation)
	

	
	Rating of the Reviewers
	Author’s Feedback (Revision of the Manuscript and Feedback of Authors are mandatory for Rating of 2 and 1)

	1. Is the title clear and appropriate for the paper? 

Rating Scale: 

5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	Good 
	

	2. Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? 

Rating Scale: 

5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	 Excellent 
	

	3. Are the keywords appropriate and useful?

Rating Scale: 

5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	Needs Improvement 

Replace the biomarker by β-D-glucan, mannan
	

	4. Is the background information of the paper sufficient and well organized?

Rating Scale: 

5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	good
	

	5. Are the objectives clearly stated?

Rating Scale: 

5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	good
	

	6. Is the literature review relevant?

Rating Scale: 

5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	good
	

	7. Is the literature review recent?

Rating Scale: 

5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	good
	

	8. Is the literature search methodology explained properly? 

Rating Scale: 

5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	Satisfactory 
	

	9. Is the Critical analysis of literature done?

Rating Scale: 

5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	good
	

	10. Is Identification of research gaps/future directions done ?

Rating Scale: 

5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	Satisfactory 
	

	11. Are the conclusions logically arrived?

Rating Scale: 

5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	Satisfactory 

Yes, the conclusions are generally logical and consistent with the evidence presented in the manuscript. The authors appropriately combine clinical observations, fungal pathogenic mechanisms, and host immune dysfunction to support the hypothesis that multifocal candidiasis may represent an intermediate clinical phenotype between colonization and invasive candidiasis. However, because the manuscript is mainly hypothesis-generating and relies largely on observational data rather than prospective validation, some conclusions should be stated more cautiously. In particular, the proposed clinical entity and the dual fungal–host biomarker strategy need further confirmation before they can be considered ready for routine clinical use.
	

	12. Are the limitations of the paper discussed?

Rating Scale: 

5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	Satisfactory 

The limitations of the paper are only partially discussed. While the manuscript acknowledges the need for prospective validation and the current insufficiency of single biomarkers, it would benefit from a clearer and more explicit limitations section. In particular, the authors should address the observational nature of the evidence, the potential for misclassification between colonization and true infection, and the lack of standardized diagnostic criteria for multifocal candidiasis. They should also note that the proposed clinical entity remains hypothetical until confirmed by larger prospective studies.
	

	13. What is the Quality of references (i.e. from peer reviewed authentic sources)
Rating Scale: 

5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor 

N/A = Not Applicable
	Excellent 

However, the scientific quality is uneven. Some references are high-level and authoritative, such as consensus statements, clinical studies, and recent journal articles, but others are weaker evidence types, including conference proceedings, a doctoral thesis, and older local reports. These are acceptable as historical background, but they should not be overused as the main support for key clinical claims. The list also appears to rely heavily on the same author group, which may reduce breadth and increase the risk of literature bias.
	

	14. Is the manuscript written in clear and understandable language?

Rating Scale: 

5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor 

N/A = Not Applicable
	Excellent 
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	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Is the title of the article suitable?

If your answer is NO, please provide a brief, clear suggestion for improvement.
	No

Multifocal Candidiasis in Non-Neutropenic Critically Ill Patients: An Emerging Clinical Phenotype Between Colonization and Invasive Disease
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? 

If your answer is NO, please provide a brief, clear suggestion for improvement.
	yes
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically correct? 

If your answer is NO, please provide a brief, clear suggestion for improvement.
	yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? 

If your answer is NO, please provide clear suggestion for improvement.
	yes
	

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?

(YES or NO)

(If yes, kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)


	no
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